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Mommy, Kiichi and Daddy 
Very well drawn! 


Now is not the time to kick back and enjoy your life! 


A human being distinguishes himself from others by his way of living. 


But that's no reason to be self-conscious about it. 
True greatness comes from within. 
At just three years old, he is already bursting with personality. 
His name is Kiichi, and he is the protagonist of this story. 
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Chapter | 





So there'$ Daddy, 
Mommy and Kiichi. 









eren 
up iS the Sea, 






And in the city, we 
held hands before 


we'd even met, 


the end, 

it led fo 
your birth, 

Ktichi! 
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$0 you're 
saying the 

new kid 
Kiichi, three 
years old. 








_.0Ut Of a 

four- and a 

five-year-old 
boy? 


honest, my 
boy's also a... 
"tooth victim." 





And then I 
found out that __ None. See, 
both Mrs. Yep. Told it must've been 
Toyama and Mrs. Wi) \| me it was around the 
Mine's boys Kiichi who || beginning of June 
were having the When Z found a Geter 
. bite mark on his YY dik 
same problem. ao pony 3 


Well... That's 
when the three 
of us decided to 

have a word with 
the staff over 




















We asked 
her to go 
have a word 
with Kiichi's 
mother. 


it's a long 
story. 


"It's entirely 
our fault, we 
should have 
handled it better. 
We sincerely 
apologize." 


Youtll have 
to excuse me! 
I just got 
Kiichi out of 
the bath. Is 
something 
wrong? 





























“that 
your child 
was the 

victim. 


“simply 
because 
they 
themselves 

Said $0. 


SO anyway, 
you know little 
Arisa's Mom, the 
Filipina who lives 
in the same 
building as Kiichi 
and his folks... 





Good 
evening! 
This is 
Masa, 
Arisa's 


prefer 
you didn't 

automatically 
assume. 


It made 
no sense! 









what? 
What'd 
she say? 


























SS 














Kiichi, h 
no! | 
hoe ad 
b \ 
* 
“A 





You'll 
catch a 
cold, 
honey! 


Twenty- 
odd bite 


: [QED marks?! 
or! 
























the teachers 
never noticed 
when Kiichi 

got bitten. 
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ae 














I hope yy Hi, it's 
neato Ms. Someya! 
Kiichi didn't Sorry I 
cause any couldn't come 
problems " earlier! 
today?! r 


i 9 
gp 7 
we 
































/e were 
waiting. 


We'll talk 
later. Kiichi's 
waiting for 


you inside. 


I was 
waiting 
for you. 
We need 
to talk. 


something 
again? 





















































It's like 
my life's 
become one 
long apology, 


Thanks, 
but it's his 
manliness 
that's the 




















something's 
2 


Every 
scribbled on, i 
something's child cries, 
broken, it's it's 
always Kiichi, because 
of Kiichi. 


‘course, all 

that makes 
me enjoy my 
afternoon 





HIS. 

15 NOT A 
PREPARED 
SPEECH. I'M 
=] SPEAKING TO 
Sj YOU AS ONE 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































He pushed mel 


| WIAA 





thing seems 
to be why 
Kiichi never 


I went to the 
Child Consultation 
Center, attended 
parenting classes, 


a more like 

interest mothers... he's the 

in Kiichi. one who 
knocks me 











Tell me 
‘bout it! He 
You know, t even 
his condition said his first 

word yet. 
That'd worry 
any mother. 





Then one 
day I got 
a call from 





This uncle 











After that 
T was like, $ 
"whatever." . Z 


sounds 
like a 
lot of 


trouble. 


The whole 
problem stems 
from his birth. 
It's all my fault, 

really. 





is now the 

P Principal of an 
elementary 
a school in 
Okinawa. 








So I try my 
damndest every 
day to keep 
him from being 
a nuisance to 
other people. 


She told me 
Kiichi_ was 
exactly like her 
big brother, my 
uncle, when he 
was a child. 


OF course, 
the fact 
remains that 
I'm his 
mother. 
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I was in 
my last month 
of pregnancy and 
we knew when 
he was due, 
but the yuta 
recommended a 
different date. 









































not normally 
superstitious, but 
there's a yuta* 
in my family, and 
I chose the date 
Of Kiichi's birth 
based ona 
prophecy she 








Kiichi was 
born... by 
Caesarean 
section. 

















I really 
don't know 
what got 
into me 
back then... 











* Okinawan shaman, 


See hitp://éh. wikipedia orgiwiki/Ryukyuan_religion#Yuta 





She predicted 
that if I gave birth | 
to my child on that ) 


particular day, he ic 
would grow up to Be 
be a man of te] 


unparalleled virility. i 



























































Kiichi, 
your daddy'ti 


be home 
late tonight. f 


I've got to 
finish up the 
leftovers, so 
it's bacon and 
eggs for you. 



































You 
remember 
Okinawa? 


invited us 
to go 
swimming! 
Huh? 
Kiichi's still 
the same. 


It's the 
eagle... 


ust send 
there. P= 
































































AACR 


‘the Okindwan-didiéct. 





* "Baby" in 





morning!" 
It's the 

beginning 
of a new 


ash 
Psy 


Every 
beginning is 
something 
wonderful. 















Each one 
carries new 












































Daddy 
is here. 


morning, 
Kiichi. 


This is 
the third 
time he's 
watched 
this video 
this 
morning. 





It's your 
daddy. 
Good 

morning. 





A 
AGAINST THE 
iM 


victim's 
FAMILY... 


FOR 

os] FLAGRANTLY fo: 
ce) VIOLATING 

ee 

He loves ne 

that show, 

so let him 

watch it. 


Put yourself 
in my place. 
I had to 





with a name 
like "Super 





satsuma'age*"'?! © 


Huh, Kiichi?! 





















That's a 
clear sign 
Of anger! 








He has to 
know when 
he's done 
wrong, but if 
we both punish 
him, we'll just 
drive him into 
a corner. 








Right? 











Look 
at him, 
he's red 
) around 
the eyes! 







Treat it 
as such. 












trying to 
say is, it 
wasn't a 
particularly 
mean thing 
for him to 





"Gattender: 
The Robot 
of a Better 


























Chinatsu, 
don't lose 
your temper. 
It was a 
oe ey childish 
ai = impulse. 
= 





in 


















= =z 

y Wi " 

tye 
= A 












Yes, and 
‘ $0 when 
Daddys Good 


something 
reat like this 
with the 8 happens) 
angelic 7 Titeton 
Kiichi's 
side. 























|| grandparents 
in the 














mountains. 

















































































































ATTENTION! 
PLEASE STEP 
BEHIND THE 
WHITE LINE 


FOR YOUR 
OWN SAFETY! 





























never heard You have She told me it took 


wet quite a bit of time You're 
Kiichi speak to tell us and effort, finding a kidding! A 


everything! hospital that would Prophecy?! 
Over tea! 4 do a C-section for 
that kind of reason. 


They have 
& great 
breakfast 
special! 























I wonder 

























What're if he even To top it 
you talking knows he has off, the boy 
EaIning : parents, I has a habit of 
about? Kiichi wonder if he disappearing 
loves his feels any at will. 
parents! attachment to /{/ 


them at all. 


not at the 
kinder- 

garten 

today? 





children his 
age usually 
stick to their 
parents like 
& bur, right? 

















K-Kiichi's 


would you 
like to 
join us for 

















I'm sorry to 
bother you so 
often, but did 
you happen to 

see Kiichi? 






























































‘Aw, stop it 
already! I 
feel sorry 
for Kiichi's 


Goro, 
honey. 
sorry to call 
you at work. 
I'm at the 
police 
station. 


forbid that 
something 
should happen 
to the boy. But 
we're living in 
& dangerous 
world. An 
accident, or 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































to become 


4 man of 


auparaleer 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Did 
you hear? 
kiichi got 
on the 
train... 





























and rode \ 
4 it all the i 1 
~ way to the aa 
coast! ‘ 
A three- 
year-old 
travelling 
alone. 
i Incredible! 
ST 
ba 
eet 77] 
ae REN | 
) | He 
7 
Heard 
his parents 
nearly died. 
: | SO... 
ij =F How I; 
i bee was fs: } 
law oe . Kiichi?, EN \ 
14 \ a” 
Vi 
| As usual, 
y we sent 
| Arisa's mom 
| to get more 


‘ee information. 
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He 
was yelling 
"You're under 
arrest!" the 
whole time, 
she said. 





Yeah, 
apparently, ps, 
he can't get ae 
enough of 





police officers fo | 
rom J || 
| 









































come on, Kiichi. 
Don't you want to go play with the other children? 


Chapter 

























































































































































































































































































Ee 


Ld Bent 
Re ay 
le chant 

















































































































Hello and 
really \' welcome! 
sorry! 








‘on purpose. 
It was a 

gesture of 
friendship. 






seeing as 
Kiichi broke 
f 






But, you |] Chan-su hit 
know... Kiichi as 
between 

the children. 






teeth not 
too long 













well. This is 


Why 


apologizing, 
Mrs. Someya? 
There's 
nothing you 
need to be 
sorry about. 
















































































































"It hurts, 


Remi!" 














Kobayashi! 
Over here! 








| | 

| |b | 
(4 beet mother \/| mother of 
| 


|| f Of Kiichi! 
Ah, Kiichi's d= 4 









































Kiichi 
% here? 
picking on ¢ em fi 
Kanan! | 
4 
i 
AG 
= et — —— \ 
iw \ 
4 Huh? {Ag 
} Can't 
y think! 
(Gres 
AV, 
( oe 
Bi te } ( aN Mf, 
Kobayashi's te a \ 
ith the i . 
multi- t \ 
national Gattender! 
The Robot \( 
of a Better —— 
| World! Cate 
\| j 
Q Y 
a / SS Z 
“2 > 
n\ (| 












Remin's gecay 
stained of Kiichi 
with 

d! 







chan hit 
Kiichi! 




















stop right 
there! 
You're a 


bad little 
bo 


Ys 
Chan-su! 


































































































































































































she apologized 
to everyone, 
not just the 
people in the 
restaurant. 


I heard two 
of them had 
ruptured 
eardrums. 


Her son 
did beat the 
daylights out of 
five grade- 
schoolers. 




















mean post- while 




























i traumatic we're on 
seems like um ¢ 
Kiichi's Yeah: ] disorder*? the subject, 
attack was 1's 3 popular it seems 
too much cenaition | chan-sU's 
for him. — these days. A ‘ suffering 


from PTSD. 









wonder he's 





traumatized, Pgs 
after having Wriog he. 
fie oF his. bed now. 
teeth knocked fe 
out. Even his 
mother flipped. 









- BS 
ma 
> 


When Kiichi's | 3 : _ ; ———eeeecee 
apologize, she Leh rab org 

ize, 
didn't even let S of ae Bae 


‘me 
mom came to 
her in. S ee — = 


























I bet she'd 
be singing a 
different tune 
if her own 
daughter was 
the victim. 


50 now the 
mother of Arisa's 
running wild trying 

to patch up the 
“friendly relations" 
between south 
korea and 
Okinawa. 









comes to 








relationships, Tsk, that 

it's important Filipina has 
to know no idea what 
when to she's doing. 


quit. 





ef 4 I see, 
I'll give it my you'll be 
best tomorrow, late tonight. 
but today I'm Okay... 


not his mother. 





















































































































































"Ware ari" lit? means "lam" or“Texist” 














I-I'll 
do it! 
















































































arse There's a 
I'd rather : detergent you 
get some a can buy by mail 

similar-looking  BUt-- order that's 

cloth from the capable oF 
Sperateron fabric storey removing blood 
b-4 and make a 7 stains. They use it 
in hospitals after 
the operations. 


Hey Kanan, 
should we 











They're 
like 
sisters. 


We thought it'd 
be good for her 
development since 


she loved that 
plushie as if it were 
her real sister, but... 





Kiichi's 
blood on 


After all, 
we're not \ ..We bought her : 
allowed to that weird little since Kanan 
keep pets | plushie named was a bit 
in our Remin and told her _ introverted... 
building. yj it was her little 
\ sister. 


Now the 
Kindergarten 
teachers tell us 
she only 
speaks to 
other people 
through 

























































































































I'm 
sorry! 




















































































































eatOnly Kiichi 

didn't draw a 

picture," I'll be 
very sad. 











Everyone 
else's 


You'll have grawing. 


nothing to 
show them, 














Oh... 
Let's draw 
{S$hiff] Gattender. FR 









| tosee 
Kiehas 
drawing: 





































































































PTTTTTT 7 
/ lege 


/y 
ca) 





Sati 


Nig) 
























































































































































































































































































































You got 








that from That's what 
Arisa’s chan-su say: 
mom, the every 
nieiaae z 
anak Filipina? morning. 
more, Yep. Only he 
there's a never wins. 
real nasty 


rumor 
going 
‘round... 







the Karate dojo 
Chan-su goes to 
is owned by the 
whatchamacallit, 
cult. 






That 
reminds 
me... 















































S 
"Today I'll 
beat him 
for sure!" 






















































yesterday 
I saw the 
aoe mothers of 
Kiichi did er 4 Kiichi and 
something P d kanan at the 
bad again A E market under 
didn't he? F i the railroad 
bridge... 






















Actually, no. 

Apparently 
Kanan's been 
talking about 
nothing but 
Kiichi lately. 





You know, 
Mom... 
Kiichi's & 
really nice 
boy. 



































SP OO 
The neighboring 
countries react skeptically 
to the announcement, 


? After all, 


one o 
them still 
jas the 


calling the 
rapprochement "fragile 
and unlikely to last.” 

















Prince Chan-su, 
who was put in 
charge of the 
nuclear arms 
inspection, is 


An abduction? 





\ 

|| | | [peazvens 
|| aes zm HEY60g 

LLL. 







The 
Okinawan 
sea's so 
beaauti- 


















they'd a lively 
conversation 
on historical 
topics. 



































Apparently, 
the two boys 
disappeared 
from the family 


only that. 
They also 
discussed the 
reversion of 























restaurant ‘okinawa, to: 
at around Gapan the 

‘ US. military 
two erclock’ | Sesence oh 
yesterday. the island, 


ions, between Japan and 


and s0 on, including South Korea. 


mined to 

regain his 
pride 

and lost 
glory... 


| the former 
leader of 


_.the current 
charismatic 
tyrant of the 
Kindergar- 


What 
d'you 
think of 
this ver- 
sion? 


_-who'd been 

suffering one 

defeat after 
another... 








In front 
of it... An 
electrical 

















































































































tm 
wasputin, 
the white 
guardian 
ma C’mon! of justice, 
y and I will 
Black- condemn 

° 


you!" 





Rolling! 
Rolling! 








I'm 
innocent 
You want to 
condemn me?! 
Oudgment! 
Human rights! 











|| who the 
hell are 
7 


\ 
€ P_- 
/ f -, Ooof! // 






































Lib 
4p 
sg ‘7 
~ 
om %. 
— conte : 


This is my 
chance to 
beat him! 









































































































































should 
have 
never 
followed 


won't find 
‘our way 























































































.-I'm gonna. 
tell her you 
broke another 































































































Let's 
fight! 


When 
I used to Se we fight, 


be the you always 
strongest beat me! I 
one! Rarer hate you! 





















































Fight! 
Shintaro! 
Nobuteru!* 


Onma told 
me not to go 
near people 

like him! 





y-yes, 
that's 
right! 

















wasputin! 
Gattender! 
































‘Okay, this 
time I'll be 
































































































































































































































a6 » 
NY 
am 
\ 
Excuse me! 


What on 
Earth are 


\, 
\ you doing?! 
‘ 





This isn't 
Pleasant 
for us 
either. 


Wwe aren't 
doing this 
to be mean, 
you know. 














I don't 
know why, 
but I begin 
to miss 
my onma 






























































It seems 
that they 
arrived at a 
bad moment 
and saw the 
whole thing. 


When his 
mom looked 
into his 
mouth, she 
found he 
lost another 
two teeth. 


rapproche- 
ment was 
short-lived 


"Kiichi's 
fist struck 
Chan-su's 

face with full 
force!” 


After getting 
Jost for the first 
time, Chan-su 
was so relieved 
to see his 
mother again 
that he cied 
his eyes out. 


Chan-su 
Jost 
again? 





The 
mothers of 
‘Chan-su, 
Kiichi and 
Arisa. 








waiter, 
another 
iced 


coffee, 
please! 








































































































































































































iS gonna eat 
all of Kiichi's 
lunch! 


Chapter 


Po0-poo 
amit 







































































e/ 





LU 


7) 
wwe 
i: 








And... A wide 
To be honest What did ‘ smile of 
with you, I you think, . delight... 
was a little... ‘Ms. Rika? 

disappointed. 

















Director! 
I'm afraid 
I might not 
be the right 
person to 
take care 
of Kiichi... 








Will you try to 
teach them to 
appreciate the 
beauty of a 
sparkling flower 
in full bloom? 


Inciden- 
tally, Z 
don't like 
chrysan- 
themums. | 


May you rest . 


in peace 








I see... 

But if some 
children tell you 
"T hate flowers," 
“They're filthy" o 

in this case "I like 
wilted flowers"... 


Dealing with 
children is like 

facing ourselves 
in the mirror. 


Ms. Rika, 
as IT always 





My lack of 
experience and 
ineffectiveness, 

I guess... 


















































going to 
tell you a 
little 
story! 























Ve | 
en Tt help 
a, Wn) ‘ you under- 


¢ \ ~~) sea: stand why 

% =) My grand- food is s0 

£, I | )F parents are important. 
\ | agriculturists.... 


Al \ V farmers... 
we HX Ww | 







































































"A long 
































time ago, 








After reflecting 
on what 









































I was a little 






































seedling." 















































Hey, listen. 











happened yes- Aaaahh! 
terday I've Miss Mami, 

decided to go - have you 

without lunch forgotten to 


today! me bring your 
a lunch? 





Because I think it's rude! 

That's why I who did the 

spitting have no right to 
eat lunch today! 

























































































that's bad 
manners! 


Apologize! 





Ms. 


Who Rika. 


do you 

want him to 

apologize 
to? 











well, 
Ms. Mami, 
what do : 
you think ane 
about it? erp 


I don't 
mean things 
like right 
and wrong. 
It's more 
like... How to 


explain 


if you look at it 
in a positive light, 
you might say that 
was Kiichi's way to 
demonstrate his 
solidarity, to say 
"T'm not eating 


wish... 
z either!" 


had your 
positive 
attitude. 


And after 
that. 


But if he can 
communicate with 
everyone else through 
means other than 
reason, chance is his 
mind will clear up on 
its own. 





I'm not sure, 
but I think 
Kiichi knows. 


To put it 
in extreme terms, 
certain children are 
impervious to reason 
and they remain that 
way their whole life. 
Maybe Kiichi's one of 











But when 
he acts like 
today... Flinging 
his lunch box 
on the table... 


















Oh, but Right... 
when I $0 it's your 
think about opinion that 
f it I'm not so Kiichi should be 
W-what q sure any- allowed to join 
do you more... the group? 
mean? 
JZ 
I've been 
Ny 


thinking 
that, too! 






































-for Kiichi to my doubts 
become part whether it's a 
of the group. good thing... 





that's how 
‘our system 








met more 
people I 
didn’t get 
along with 
than those 
I liked. 






















walk slowly 
with one 
arm in 
the air. 


AS always, 
watch out for the 
pond, treat the 
flowers and trees 
with care and have 
a lot of fun! 










































































eee Kiichi, 
with the promote 
others. to behave... 








I trust you! 
so don't fight 
or wander off 
‘on your own! 























Okay, 
who wants 
to play 


ith me? 
with me? I heard you 


and Ms. Mami 
had a little 
dispute yes- 
terday. 


No, it's 
nothing. 
I'm totally 
fine! 


Oh, Ms. 
Takako. 








Miss Rika! 
kKiichi's done 
something 
horrible! 








Kiichi! 
What 
have you 
done?! 








You see, 
Miss..f 


And then 
he pushed 
Yuki into 
the creek. 


Miss! Kiichi 
was cutting 
up earth- 
worms with 
a stone. 














You stay 
out of this, 
Ms. Mami! 















































































































































You know 
it's a bad 
thing to 

break your 
promise, 
don't you? 


Answer 
me if you 























































i i For me, 7 
se Suerte even a Eiatt might 
All life is sacred! _worm's life He an 

Do you understand, is something ear ee s 
Kiichi? Precious. life has no 
value, but... 


Answer me! 











Is that "Z saw 
true, everything, 
Kanan? g Remi. It was 
y Yuki who cut 
up the earth- 
worms, Remi." 


never lies! 


"Yuki fell into 
the creek by 
himself running 
away from 
Kiichi, Remi." 













































































damn you! 
I'l! show 


you my 
karate! 
Asshole! 





























quit being 
& teacher... 





You must 
be happy, Valr-Valela 
Ms. Rika. face... 
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How much do 
you think we 
had to pay for 
the broken toys 
alone, huh? 





A relaxing 

meal with 

your family 
ata 


That's also restaurant... 


form of 
modern 
happiness, 
don't you 
think, 


One that 
cost us a 
fortune! 





How cuuute! 
A walk with 
their cat! 

















Or maybe he ‘I think so... 
was separated 
from his parents 
and got lost. 











There, 
there, 


it’s all 
Ishe right, 
a stray it’s all 


fight! 





























A cart 
A car's 
coming! 

Watch out! 

Save him! 













ee 





Kiichi, come ont 
Why don't you 
try to pet him? 
Isn't he cute? 








There's 
something 
wrong with 





I saw this 
on TV once. 
It's probably 
a result of 
malnutrition. 











Gently, 
Kiichi, you 
have to do 

it gently! 
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We let our- 
selves get 
‘our carried away, 
apartment Dut we can't 
doesn't Keep him. 
allow pets. 


‘And my parents 
have had a grudge 
against cats ever 
since their beloved 
Java sparrow was 
attacked by one. 





What 
should we 
do, Goro? 


anything 
about 


You're right. 
Besides, my 
family's been 
jog people for 








expect me 
to know & 
everything? 


We're not far 
from home. 
should I 
go get him 
some milk? 









































And what 
will you do 
after you 
give him 



















Don't 
tread on 


















He doesn't 








understand This is important, so 
the word I want you to listen 

"Barth" yet! to me carefully. y 
Try "city" We three and this 23 





kitten ave living on 
the same planet. 





see, when a 
baby animal 
is separated 
from its 
parents in 
the jungle, 


it gets 
attacked 
by other 
animals. 
That's the 
sad truth. 


although 

you get lost a lot 

yourself, there's 
always daddy, 
mommy and 
other people 
to find you. 


But things are a 
bit different for 
the animals. That's 


why they mustn't 
wander off. 


This cat got 
separated 
from his 
mother. 


He's now 
all alone 
in this city. 


there's 

lots of 
other cats 

like him 
out there. 


But here's the 
thing: Daddy 
thinks there's 
a rule for all 
the cats that 
live in the city. 


A cule that 
says: "You 
mustn't 
wander off 
from your 
parents." 


Of course, 


Okay, listen, 
Kiichit all life is 
Baby kittens equally 
valuable-- 
are super cute! Chinatsu, 





Determination 
is being ready 
to care for 
this cat... 


_-knowing 
that it will 
take a lot 


‘of hard work. 


can you do 
that, Kiichi? 


see? That's 
why we can't 
keep him. 


But you know, 
raising a pet 
requires 
determination. 


You have to 
take good 
care of it, 
more than you 
do with your 
toys. Do you 
understand, 
Kiichi? 


For 
example... 


example 


Are you ready 
to stop playing 
outside or to 
throw away all 
your toys for 
the cat's sake? 











| Forgive us! 
Find your- 
self a good 


owner! 


come on, 
let's go! 

































































Pg or : y Py ee'un. 










I 
«FORCED HIS Mouse car 


nisrory of INCIPENT. (*\ OS) WHILE RECITING 
MENTAL THE WIS7OM 
ILLNESS, 15 a: | E SUTRAS. 
A MEMBER OF s 
THE BOY BAND 
"PUSMAN.” 








THE MEDIA 
19 BAFFLED 











I still 
It's a little --we should think... 
late to be have handled 
saying that, the situation 
isn't it? better. 











































































































) 
\. 
BN 


\ a ee 


Besides, you 
knew damn 
well that 
there's no 
way we could 
keep him. 


That's not what 
I mean. It's 
about kiichi. I'm 
wondering if this 
experience was 
good for him, 
you know... 


AS long as he 
learns that adults 
have their own 
commitments, I 
don't see anything 
wrong with it. 











; } 9 Don't you 
It wasn’t about think it was 


life's meaning, 4 ‘ 
i i A a great 
just the simple eats 
sinsuner eh not ; to teach him 

about life? 
we should take out life! 
the cat with us. 


Don't talk in 
that tone! 


Would you rather I 
say something like 
"ZF you want to 
keep the cat, go 
live in a house 
with a garden"? 








Chinatsu... Didn't 
you tell me you 
couldn't stand 
the smell of cat 
droppings in our 
previous apart- 
ment house? It 
drove you mad. 











weren't you 
the one 
implying that 
we couldn't 
keep the cat 
because of 


I was thinking 
about taking him 
home, too. But 
I was afraid you 
wouldn't be able 
to put up with a 
cat's smell in the 
apartment. 


I'm just upset 
with myself for 
letting him go 
without doing 
anything. 





S0? You saying 
it was my fault? 
‘It was my fault 
that we didn't 
take the cat 
with us? 





Because I 
was thinking f Why didn't you 
about you! y . Just insist that 
If we were to we keep him, 
keep that cat, . 
P \ huh?! Aren't 


most of the 
burden would you the man?! 


fall on you to x done is 
take care 
of him! _ : Sone: 
/ \ | Now quit 
4 P ) sniveling! 








T thought I wouldn't 
he was mind! The 
really cute, kitten was 


But Goro, 
you told me 
that when 
you had 
YOU didn’t dogs... 
think they 
were cute 
aS puppies! 


All right, 
all right! 
Let's 
make up, 
Chinatsu! 



























































I'm sorry, 
Chinatsu. 
Since Kiichi 
was watching 
us... I just 


panicked. 













































































































































































































































































I despised 
myself... 





for being 
such & 
cold-hearted 


























4 


The 
door's 
open! 

He's run 
away 
again! 


















































Oh, so it was | 
because of 
‘our argument 
over the + 
kitten? 


























































































| | We should 
| | = have left 
That's pretty 1] iacar 
havsh, | 
Chinatsv.... | | ho alone! 





















































After worrying 
about "the 
Jost kitten," 

now we have 

a “lost Kiichi.” 

I don't 
believe it! 


, 







































ee 
Loy 


o 







Saigon, 
sit! 





spoken 
like a true 
intellectual, 
Professor! 



























S 





eal 
a | 
. sla! 
% S Alves | FS } 
vay v 


























there's 
nothing I 
can do... 
It's going 








It's 
broken... 





CHINATSU, 

SHOULD WE 

NOTIFY THE 
POLICE? 


I CAN'T ASK "y 
THEM FOR HELP FRA 
eveRY TIME = EE 
] THIS HAPPENS. 
LET'S SEARCH 
ABIT LONGER! 






































IT’S JUST... 
YOU KNOW... 
IDON'T SPEND 
ALOT OF TIME 
WITH HIM 
BECAUSE OF 


90 YOU THINK 
KIICHI KNOWS 
HOW MUCH 
WE LOVE HIM? 





That's why 
--I tried to 


when we 
explain to BS! encountered 
him that “life x that cat 

is precious" . 

and failed. 








The truth is I 

just want to be 

& good father to 

him. I want him 
to love me. 





Well... I think 
it’s because 
he's easily 
distracted... 
Or because 

he wants our 





THEN WHY 
DOES HE 
DISAPPEAR 
90 OFTEN? 


As a result, 
I feel like I 
have to teach 
him something, 
anything, in the 
limited time we 
are together. 











Enough! 
Maybe we 


dust find ’ don't give 
\ him enough 
affection. 


i 


ui 



































i | I gathered | stretcher lessees 
a. all the esp sth for your ‘ 
“4 material cat! 
{ myself. 

see, we use 
wand strings carton... 
that I use 
for work. 
















: - Last but 
— not least, the 
\ \ blood-stained 
cloth beneath 
the cat is 
& pair of my 
underpants! 

















Not like 
those young- 
sters who 
Right, beat me up 
Profes- — with sticks! as you grow 
sor? 4 b big and 
pi i strong... 








where 
will you 
take it? 





You like 
this cat? 









To Daddy... 














Fantastic! 
You're 
the best! 









I can't bear 
to think that 
something 
bad might've 
happened 




















a : a police. |! 
Ha : 

doer yop ent 
for oul a 























Good! 
Good, ? fel 
Pilaged Kiichi! J Yeeess! 
ave you : 
been? eam We've 


found him! 















































Okay, Kiichi! 
Um... What 
Kiichi! Why happened 


Answer us, 
is he in to this cat? 
this state? 


run over 
by a car? 

















Chinatsu! 
We'll keep 
this cat! 
I insist! 








Let's 
take him 
to the 
vet! 









































He's still 
alive! 











Well, 






it's the 
circle of 
life. 






































* Setsu Animal Hospital 








Look, 
his body's 













I suppose... 
since you're He was a Phar 
with your stray, right? stiffening. 
Hmmm... 


child... 











Well then, 
Mickey. 


his funeral at 
‘our hospital. 








fd] Till take your 
little cat to 





The cat! 
Belongs 


to Daddy! 
And Mommy! 






























































Thanks... 





Kiichit 





























Fan- 
oan tastic! 
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The sky's 
always blue 
beyond the 

clouds. 



















































































I guess 
he doesn’t 
Good perceive 
morning! the world 


i on, 
| How do hello. 














It’s only 
f normal 

for him to 

have bad 





Good 
morning! 








days! 




















He isn’t very 
well today, 
right, Sena? 










































































































































































































































I'm $0 sorry. 
I really don’t 
know what to say. 
Is he okay? 


Masumi 
Kindergarten | 








MS. RIKA, 
PLEASE 
COME TO THE 
MAIN TENT, 
THANK YOU... 


Grand- 
Take | Mn 
your time. 
Lean 
‘on your ff 
cane. 











Look, Kiichi, 
your dad 
came to 

_| cheer you ont 

Isn't it great? 





My husband 
is away, 
abroad, for a 
long while. 


Kiichi’s the 
strongest. 








(4 
( 
\ 


Hf ’ 
Oe 
Kiichi's 4 i 

* 


here! y - 











Kiichi’s mad 
already... 


that’s the 
infamous 
Kiichi? 










He seems 
pretty cool! | 


The class's 
youngest 














please do 
something! 























Chinatsu... 
Is it... Is it 
always like 
this with 
Kiichi? 








My dear Kiichi, 
this is the first 
time I've seen 
you at school. 






















I'd say there 
ave different 
levels, but all 
in all, this is 
quite typical... 












indeed... t i 
just like V7 ne 
they said... 


You ave... fi lll : f 





Kiichi, 

































































a 
































Bea 













There's 






Hello? 
& sports Good oh my. 
festival at morning,  tagawa. 
my son's sit. 


school. f 





No, today 
I asked 
to start 
at 2 PM... 
Yes... 











6007 MORNING, 
EVERYBODY! 


Stupid 
Kiichi! 


CHILDREN AND 
PARENTS, 
PLEASE STAND IN 
LINE BEHIND THE 
TEACHERS! 





THE OPENING 
CEREMONY 
WILL BEGIN 
‘SHORTLY... 








The junior 
Apple Class, 


please 
stand to 








NOW COULD I 
PLEASE HAVE 

EVERYONE'S 
ATTENTION FOR 

A MOMENT? 








ves\| ” 


BY could you pass Sir. 
on the order to 
the food and 
jewelry sales 
departments 

















Not at all! 
It’s just an 
unworthy son 
making his 
you later. parents cry. 
Goodbye. ¢ 














you're Kiichi, 
indeed... 







































































Look, 


you have 
to runt 





KEEP IT UP, 
KIICHI! TO THE 
FINISH LINE! 











you can 
do it, 
Kiichi! 














> 
— 
EQ 


You have 
our sincere 
apologies! 
























-—_—____ ats e's been | 
eaten by 
your son... 
It’s getting 
& bit old, 
you know... 





I really 
don't know 
how to 
make it up 
to you... 


third time 
already... 













































































ASKING YOU... 
GATHER... 
AT THE 
ENTRANCE 





AN? NOW... 


THE PARENTS’ | 
ROPE-PULLING fF 


CONTEST... 








You want 
me to 
kneel 
down? 












































































































































] 60, WHITE! 
60, EVERYONE! 











You proudly 
recorded those 
words, in awe 

of your son, 
ain't it right? 


"you're 
indeed 
quite the 
trouble- 
maker!” 





HEAVE-HO! 
HEAVE-HO! 





weave-o! | 
HEAVE-HO! 





How can you be 
Proud of that 
kind of thing? 

$0 much for 
an exemplary 
father! 








vo 


Chinatsu... 
Does Kiichi 
know how to 
kneel down 
before 
someone? 


I don't think 
$0. Don't tell 


me you're 
going to... 












































I sincerely 

apologize... 

for my son's 
recurring acts 
of violence... 




































































Sin lid 


a 
\6 
Wi | 





IT’S NOW 
TIME FOR 
THE CLOSING 
CEREMONY! 





Chinatsu, 
Look... are you 
I mean, if that’s What I did... still mad? 
what it took to That was just an 


appease those \\ empty gesture. 


You see 
this?! 


Kiichi's 
imitating 
a certain 





























Let's all 
meet at 
Jonatan’s 



























































Goro, you should 
90, of you'll be 
late for work! 




























sports fest 
was supposed 
to be fun. 






































sticking your 
tongue out at 
People behind 
their back... Is 
that your idea 
of education? 




































































But I 
haven't said 
anything! 


Drop it, 
Chinatsu... 















































You should 
take him to 


& specialist... 
































sti Py 


youre gonna 
kneel down 
(7 before Kiichi: 























What a nerve! 
Saying he had too 
much pride to 
kneel down before 
anybody... But we 
didn't let him get 
away with it! 


I'm sorry 
I hit you, 
Kiichit 





Aw, no more 
cryin’, honey. 
You were 
awesome! 


Hey, Kiichi! 
Daddy's 
gonna be 
late for 
work. 








What do you 
calll that judo 
throw, Goro? 


shoulder 
throw. 
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More than 
& myriad 
of celestial 
melodies, 





.-I cherish 
these peaceful 
sighs you let 


out in your 























































































































































































































































































































Okay! 
Kiichi, you 
want two eggs 
too, right? 
Like Daddy! 


Chinatsu, 

did you call 

the kinder- 
garten? 


Oops, 
that’s right, 
I completely 


Aloo ‘f j forgot! 
Circlex | | 
! (| . 7 AS is { 
} hoe ‘ ; 
iH Q ) 
Poe | 


“«, DA circle 
Ss throw! 
if 

















Talking of which, 
any word from 
masaru's dad? 

The one who got 

aby Kiichi's thrown down... 
dad during 

the sports 

festival. 


He's threatening 
to press charges, 
but I'm pretty 
sure it's only his 
anger talking. 











she said he 
was going to 
the aquarium 
with her and 
his daddy... 


Kiichi’s mom 
just called in-- 
Kiichi won't be 
coming today. 


























I don’t even 
dave tell her. 
dust gimme 
work, man. 


Just when 
my old lady 
is about to 
give birth, 


too... 
To our 





front of my 


I'm in 
deep shit... 
Laid off 
due to 
restructuring. 

















Everything's 
going to hell. 
I even got 
thrown to the 
ground in front 
of my own kid... 














No! 
Kiichi! 





















































It’s 
been 
two 
months 
already. 





































































All right, 











Look, he’s 
outgrown last 
years already! 





of you are 
driving me 


























Kiichit 
Let's do as 
‘Mom says. 








| everyone 
@| be quiet! 











Don't you feel 
a bit disap- 
pointed when 
that chair's 



































Okay, 
now I’m 
sulking! 





Maybe. 
Mommy should 
throw Daddy 





iclock was Grandpa’s clock... 
coh 


a) poy 


gs 
1 
& 
g 
& 
S 
G 
< 


Chinatsu! 
kiichi's 
following & 








I’m just 
going to 
buy the 
tickets! 








(oyriesarrexclock] 
Co rancpanaslnor 


Ryogoku Station 


SL] Y 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































D already. [oy 
ww. 
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